Your Royal Princess Hajah Muta-Wakilah Hayatul Bolkiah, our Royal Guest of Honour;  YAM Pengiran Indera Negara Pengiran Anak Haji Puteh;
Sir John Laws, Lord Justice of Appeal of England & Wales, our Foreign Guest of Honour;
Dato Paduka Steven Chong, Honorable Acting Chief Justice of Brunei Darussalam,
Pengiran Pengiran; Pehin Pehin; Dato and Datins; our other foreign guests (Lady Laws and Mr Patrick Maddams, Sub-Treasurer of the Inner Temple)
High Commissioners and other Distinguished Guests - 
Welcome to our home. You do us honour by your presence.  We aim to repay you with good food and stimulating conversation. Though I am beholden to Lord Justice Laws for the latter. And, for the former, I am grateful for the support of the Britain Brunei Business Forum; and to the Arbitration Association Brunei Darussalam. I particularly want to thank Dr. Colin Ong for luring you all here – in an impressive display of networking; and for his help with the organization. 

Lastly, a special word of thanks to my colleagues at the High Commission who have been at work on today’s event for several weeks. And to my wife, who has helped us put it all together during the period when we are without a Residence cook. 
Your Royal Highness, you may be wondering why your table is called “Chancery”, and why the other three tables have been given names from Charles Dickens’ novel “Bleak House”. I began reading that novel recently, by accident – after an experiment ordering books on line. But I was quickly hooked by Dickens’ portrait of England in the Nineteenth Century, and then – as his diatribe unfolded against the Law and its interminable delays – amused that my reading it should coincided with a visit to Brunei by the most eminent British jurist to pass this way for some considerable time. 
I invoke Dickens’ criticism of the Law, as practiced in the 1840s, only to turn it on its head. In fact, I believe Dickens’ great novel was one of the factors which led to wider support for the notion that “justice delayed is justice denied”, and to major reforms in the 1870s. The point I wish to make is that Brunei’s legacy of Common Law contains, built into it, the improvements and refinements of a system which stretches back to the time of Charles Dickens and far beyond. It is – I maintain – a precious legacy, which can serve this country well.

Above all, the Common Law is good for business. It is a powerful part of Brunei’s “pitch” to potential inward investors. By weaving it into the fabric of this country, as an integral part of a Malay Islamic Monarchy, Brunei has forged for itself what consultants call a “unique selling point”. And that is why it seems especially appropriate that it is the Britain Brunei Business Forum which brings us all here today. 
On which note, I suggest we get ourselves some food – beginning, of course, with Chancery (and going on to Jarndyce, Dedlock and Snagsby). Once we have eaten, over desert or coffee, I will invite Lord Justice Laws to share with us his thoughts on “The Law and Compromise”. An eminently practical theme, which would have been laughed out of court in Dickens’ day.  

